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In 1956, the Air Force and National Guard Bureau reorganized fighter-interceptor squadrons to
conform to this reality. They activated the 119th Fighter Group (Air Defense) in North Dakota, which
included the 178th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, the 119th Consolidated Maintenance Squadron, and



the 119th Air Base Squadron. The 119th Fighter Group, a self-contained unit, could support the
squadron's operations fully, maintain aircraft, buildings, and grounds, provide security for the field,
and offer medical care.
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